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MRCDC Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

December 19, 2023 at 1:00pm via Zoom 
 

At 1:03pm, Chair Karl Christians called the MRCDC Executive Committee meeting to order. 
 

Council members present were Karl Christians, Lewis & Clark CD; Greg Jergeson, Blaine County CD; John 
Chase, Cascade County CD; Dick Iversen, Richland CD; Jeff Ryan, Lewis & Clark CD; Dean Rogge, Garfield 
CD; Lorri Schafer, Fergus CD; and Laura Kiehl, Petroleum County CD. Others present were Dona Stafford, 
Fergus CD; Molly Masters, MRCDC Coordinator; Brent Smith, CEMIST Manager; Katie Lund, 
PCCD/MRCDC Fiscal Manager; and Trish Smith, PCCD Administrator/MRCDC Secretary. 

 

Approve Minutes 
Minutes were reviewed from October 24, 2023. John Chase moved to approve the October minutes; Lorri 
Schafer seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Public Comment 
No public comment.  

 

Financial Report 
Katie briefly discussed the outstanding bills. There was a reimbursement in the 1st quarter from the new 707 
grant – little over $20K. There is $24,496 in the checking account and $47,125 in the savings account; little 
over $16K in the termination account and little over $24K in the vehicle depreciation account.   John Chase 
moved to approve the December financial report; Dick Iversen seconded.  Motion passed. John Chase moved 
to pay the outstanding bills; Lorri Schafer seconded. Motion passed. 
 

Old Business  
Vehicle update – Molly stated that the vehicle did get fixed; around $300 to get the 02 sensor fixed. 
 
 

New Business 
2024 Meeting Dates – Molly went over the 2024 proposed meeting dates. The planning committee will be  
meeting in January for River Rendezvous planning. Dates: Quarterly meeting in Lewistown Feb 21, along with the 
CMR CWG meeting February 22nd; CMR CWG meeting April 18; Quarterly Meeting (Eastern part of the state such 
as Sidney) May 21st, CMR CWG summer tour June 27th; River Rendezvous in August; CMR CWG Nov 7th; Quarterly 
(with MACD Convention, most likely being held in Great Falls) Nov 12. 
 
Development of natural asset companies – Karl discussed the development of natural asset companies. They are 
proposed to be publicly traded on stock exchange. Comment period ends Jan 2nd. NACD could have a committee 
send a resolution in regards to this. MT Farm Bureau had a resolution pass during their convention regarding this. 
 

Committee Reports 
Fort Peck Test Flows – Dick stated he talked to Dana and there is a 50% chance of having a test flow in 2024. Molly 
stated their will be a stakeholder meeting tomorrow she will be attending.  

 

Big Sandy Conservation District | Blaine County Conservation District | Broadwater Conservation District 
Cascade County Conservation District | Chouteau County Conservation District | Fergus Conservation 
District Gallatin Conservation District | Garfield County Conservation District | Lewis & Clark Conservation 
District McCone Conservation District | Petroleum County Conservation District | Phillips Conservation 
District Richland Conservation District | Roosevelt County Conservation District | Valley County 
Conservation District 
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CMR Community Working Group – Molly stated the planning committee will be getting together January 3rd to 
figure out the February meeting topic and layout the 2024 year. Dean stated they are having on their agenda to 
vote to pay local producer mileage and stipend to attend CMR CWG meetings. Karl would like to see Garfield’s 
pilot project Peer reviewed and published. 
 

Living on the Bank – John stated that they do not have any more budget to work on it at this point. Basically, the 
website is finished. Karl stated it will need to be continually maintained and updated. Molly went over the website 
analytics information. Sent out LOTB rack cards at convention and mailed them to CDs in MT.  

 

Woody Invasive Species Working Group – Molly discussed the Science Advisory Panel meeting in Billings 
in Nov; 25-30 online and in person attendees and a lot of good information. Planning committee met 
again last week and looking at having some info gathering MT weed control association meeting in Billings. 
Having a working group meeting in February in Lewistown.                                     
 
MT Water Review – Molly stated that she watched the November meeting recording; they discussed the 
courts systems, processed through the District and Divisional courts. Mixed reviews on the process. 
Highlights of the meeting were that the Lieutenant Governor gave a lengthy presentation on water in 
Montana. Maybe need to look at closed basins and option for getting additional water or not. The 2 day 
January 9th & 10th meeting is in Lewistown, and the evening between those meetings will be doing a public 
outreach.  

 

Partner Reports 
MACD – Dean thanked all the districts who supported the new MACD dues structure. Thanked Karl for 
stepping up to the NACD delegate position. Dean & Rebecca Boslough will be going to San Diego for the NACD 
meeting to support Karl. Need to get together all the agriculture groups and county Commissioners come up 
with items we can work on together in supporting Montana. There are a lot of outside pushes coming into 
Montana that we need to work on fighting together. Once we do this, we can send a letter to all the 
representatives in DC.  
 

DNRC – No report 
 

NRCS – No report 
 

MRWA – Greg stated that the MRWA hasn’t had a meeting recently. Plans are to award the contractor 
sometime next spring so can start moving dirt somewhere along the diversion dam.  

 

CEMIST – Brent stated that they had their meeting today going over budget items and where they are at with 
funding; funded through the next calendar year. Applying for an AIS grant for events.  Looking at the CD project 
grants for additional funding. The Eastern Heath Snail meeting in Lewistown was well attended.  
 

Reach Reports 
Lower Reach – Dick stated the Annual Operating Plan for the Corps was a week ago. They were in Williston 
and Poplar in November. John Remis, who runs the Corps water plan, flew in for those. One of the tribal folks 
left the meeting disagreeing with the Corps. Discussion was had on water reservations.  

 

Reservoir Reach – Dean stated he is trying to get a meeting set up with the CMR again mid-February. More 
staff there so hoping to put on another presentation and come up with a different management plan.  Dusty 
Olson resigned from the GCCD officially. If any district wants Area or MACD representatives to attend 
meetings, please let them know.  

 

Middle Reach – Lorri discussed the article that APR wrote about the grizzly spotted to the north.  There are 
no official actions being taken.  

 

Upper Reach – Jeff stated they have a meeting at their office with the Volk family (family that offered use 
of parcel around 20 acres) January 10th. Building is going to be call a “Regional Conservation Center” on 
the lake. Meeting Prickly Pear Land Trust about talking to the Volk family and CD about doing a 
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conservation easement on the property.  John Chase, Cascade CD, stated that they should be able to 
move in to their new office building sometime in January. 
 

Individual CD Reports (voluntary/as needed) – None. 
 

Coordinator Update – Molly sent in the mail the representative forms to all the CDs in the Council and will 
send out reminder email in January. Getting plans set for the next year. Went over the Upcoming 
events/important dates. Water Review Public Outreach meeting will be in Lewistown January 9th and Jan 3rd 
is the next CMR planning committee meeting. 
 

Upcoming Events/Important Dates 
December 
1: Molly out 
4-7: MRRIC Plenary Meeting 
14: Molly out 
14: MT Comprehensive Water Review 
15: Woody Invasives Working Group 
committee meeting 
18: CMR CWG Planning Committee meeting 
19: MRCDC Executive Committee meeting 
20: USACE Test Flow stakeholders meeting 
20: PCCD meeting 
20: CEMIST meeting 
25: Merry Christmas! Closed 
 
January 
1: Happy New Year! Closed 
9-10: MT Comprehensive Water Review, 
Lewistown 
15: Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Closed 
30: MRCDC Executive Committee meeting 
31: CEMIST meeting 
31: PCCD meeting 
TBD: CMR CWG Planning Committee Meeting 
 

Other 
With no further business, John Chase moved to adjourn the meeting; Lorri Schafer seconded. 
Motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 2:55pm. 

 

Approved on: 1/30/2024 
Submitted by:  

 
 

         Trish Smith, MRCDC Secretary                                              Karl Christians, Chairman 
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