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MRCDC Special Meeting Minutes  
May 31, 2023 at 1pm via Zoom 

 
At 1:03 am, Laura Kiehl called the MRCDC Executive Committee meeting to order. 

 
Council members present were Laura Kiehl, Petroleum County CD; Karl Christians, Lewis & Clark CD; 
Jeff Ryan, Lewis & Clark CD; Greg Jergeson, Blaine County CD; Dana Berwick, Roosevelt CD; John Chase, 
Cascade County CD; and Lorri Schafer, Fergus CD. Others present were Dona Stafford, Fergus CD; Molly 
Masters, MRCDC Coordinator; and Trish Smith, PCCD Administrator. 

 
Old Business  

 
Molly’s maternity leave – Molly stated she is allowed up to twelve weeks of maternity leave and can take that 
with a combination of Sick Leave, Annual Leave and Non-Paid Leave.  She will be taking off the entire first 
month, and will be part-time for the 2nd and 3rd month. There was no further discussion.  

 
BLM proposed rule change comment letter approval – There was discussion on the updated versions of the 
BLM proposed rule change comment letter. Greg stated the lease verbiage should be changed to Cooperative 
Conservation Renewal Agreement. Karl suggested that the verbiage impacts on local communities should be 
changed to economics benefits and/or impacts to local communities in Section 6102.2(b).  Also in the same 
section, at the end of the comment, Laura suggested to define the process. It was changed to process of 
determining ACECs and Conservation Leases currently defined in 6100. Greg suggested to change the 
Section??? Question to For comparison on the two sections. Lorri and Greg suggested to delete Section 
6102.4(d) How would market values for conservation leases be determined? Lorri suggested adding the 
question: What is the interrelationship between the ACECs and Conservation Leases as it relates to these rule 
changes? Greg suggested to add No Comment to the Page 19592 and 19594 Section questions. Karl Christians 
moved to accept the BLM proposed rule change comment letter as amended; Dana Berwick seconded. 
Motion passed.  

 
Other 
With no further business, Dana Berwick moved to adjourn the meeting; Karl Christians seconded. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:42pm 

 
Approved on: 8/29/2023 
Submitted by: 

 
 
 

Trish Smith, MRCDC Secretary Laura Kiehl, Chairman 
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