


Introduction:
• David Garland, General Manager
• Sidney Sugars Incorporated is located in Sidney, MT
• It is a wholly owned subsidiary of American Crystal Sugar Company, Moorhead, 

MN, since 2002.  Previously owned by Holly Sugar.  
• Our facility was constructed in 1925 and has been processing Sugar Beets into 

Granulated Sugar since its construction. 
• We contract Sugar Beets with approximately 110 growers. 
• Our Sugar Beets are grown in the Yellowstone and Missouri River Basin.
• Campaign -Six months of the year we process beets (September - February)
• Inter-Campaign - Six months we perform our own maintenance and capital 

improvement projects.  (March – August)
• We ship Sugar year-round.  



Fort Peck Test Release:

• 2020 Sidney Sugars learned of the proposed Test Releases.

• July 2020, Sidney Sugars provided ABT Associates, contracted by the 
USACE, a detailed report of the affected acres, payment to growers, 
lost revenues, and economic impact estimates, but the information 
was missing in the DEIS. 

• May 2021, Sidney Sugars submitted comments on the Fort Peck Test 
Release Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)



Affected Acres:



Lost Revenue from Affected Acers:



North Dakota (CY 2021)

• Total Acres and Tons of Sugar Beets Purchased: 
• 60% Montana 
• 40% North Dakota

• 43 Growers in North Dakota



Local Economic Impact:

The conservative local economic impact of our facility to Eastern 
Montana is around $ 80+ million per year.  This includes:

• Payments to Growers - $50.8 million
• Wages and Benefits to Employees - $16.3 million
• Temporary Personnel Services - $1.5 million
• Beet Transportation to the Factory – $3.1 million
• Major Operating Supplies such as Coal from the Savage Mine -

$1.9 million
• Natural Gas - $1.7 million
• Purchased Electricity from MDU - $1.6 million  
• Lime Rock - $2.2 million
• Local Purchases for Maintenance Parts, Supplies, and 

Contracted Outside Services - $3.1 million
• Property Taxes - $375,000

These amounts don’t include the number of times that a dollar 
turns over in a community.



Impact on People:

These Test Flows could have real effects on a significant number of 
good people.  

• Sidney Sugars employees 120 full time employees (Year-Round)

• 160 Campaign employees (Sept-March)

• 200 Harvest Employees

A loss of a job is painful to an employee and family.  The loss of 
our factory will be devastating to our entire region.  



Employees from Ft. Peck Tribes: 



Sidney Factory

• There has been over 230 Sugar Beet Factory’s throughout the US.

• Today there are only 21.  

• Why? 
• Improvements in Transportation, Improvements in Operations, Economics, 

Energy are all good reasons for the consolidation or closing of small 
factories.  

• Why is Sidney Sugars still operating? 

One key factor is the availability of reliable water from the 
Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers.  Produces a Quality and 

Consistent Crop. 


