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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
March 29, 2022 

Zoom Conference Call 
 
At 7:30am, Chair Laura Kiehl opened the MRCDC Executive Committee meeting. Council members 
present were Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD; Karl Christians, Lewis & Clark CD; Lorri Schafer, Fergus CD; 
Steve Wanderaas, McCone CD; Dana Berwick, Roosevelt County CD; Jeff Ryan, Lewis & Clark CD; John 
Chase, Cascade CD; Bruce Anderson, Blaine County CD; Dick Iverson, Richland County CD and Dallas 
Diehl, Broadwater County CD. Guests present were Katie Lund, PCD Accountant, Molly Masters, MRCDC 
Coordinator, and Makayla Ingman, PCD Administrator, Stephanie Criswell DNRC, Veronica Grigaltchik CD 
Bureau  
 
General 
January minutes will be reviewed and corrected at the next meeting in March. Karl Christians moved to 
table the minutes to the next meeting, Dick Iverson seconded. Vote passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Financial Report- Katie Lund shared the financial report that everyone has in their packets. 656 grants 
have received $56,000 of that money. 
 
Katie Lund added another worksheet that breaks down and explains Molly Masters pay stub. It looks 
different due to the retroactive wage increase back to December.   
 
Verizon and the Mastercard bills are paid online, there are 7 checks that will be signed this week at the 
PCCD meeting. John Chase motioned to approve the unpaid bills, Karl Christians seconded. The vote 
passed unanimously. 
 
Katie Lund showed Molly Masters a shared screen of the two sub accounts, which one is the termination 
account or the vehicle depreciation account. If it is not classified on what it is going into, it goes into the 
account called “other”. The other savings had $7,045 and that was all interest, anytime interest is 
coming through it goes automatically to the “other” account. 
 
Katie Lund shared on Molly Masters screen that on January 21, 2021 there was a transfer of $10,000 
that made it the ‘other’ account $-2,954.95. In quick books it says transfer from savings into checking for 
$10,000 there's no description for this. Katie Lund and Lorri Schafer are going to look more into what 
happened. Karl Christians motioned Katie Lund and Lorri Schafer to clean up the bank accounts, John 
Chase seconded. Vote passed unanimously. 
 
Karl Christians moved to approve the financial report, Dick Iverson seconded. Vote passed unanimously. 
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Committee Reports 
 
CMR CWG- Molly Masters shared that the CMR CWG topic was about Sage Grouse, about 20 people 
attended in person and 20 online. They had 5 panelist that presented their programs regarding sage 
grouse and benefiting other sagebrush habitat. There was a lot of confusion about the scoping period 
and the draft EIS coming regarding the BLM Sage grouse land use management plan.  
 
Laura Kiehl suggested possibly putting a committee together on MRCDC taking the lead on requesting 
emergency grazing on the CMR this will start with writing letters. This will benefit ranchers and be a 
good resource as well. Karl Christians, Bruce, and Steve suggested Dean to help out. It was mentioned to 
consider FWP wildlife management areas as well. 
 
 
Partner Reports 
MACD – Nothing to report. 
 
DNRC – Veronica Grigaltchik shared that they have funding opportunities coming up. April 8th they have 
a deadline for the 223 district development, education, mini and pollinator grants. April 29th 
Conservation District Administrative grants due.  They have additional funding opportunities available 
that were approved by the 2021 legislature. Projects that demonstrate on the ground conservation 
benefits are eligible. Landscape scale resource concern, cover multiple Conservation District build 
district capacity or priority. There’s $20,000 minimum on those and up to $150,000 per project, these 
proposals are due May 6th. Long term things they are working on is new employee onboarding, going 
over job duties for administrator, district operations and making admins aware of resources that are 
available through DNRC. Also working on professional marketing services as in outreach and advertising.  
 
Stephanie Criswell shared that they divided up districts and assigned them to specific CD specialists 
that's located in that geographical area. Veronica is assigned to MRCDC and is our main point of contact. 
The environmental quality council meeting last week was very successful. It went from why do we need 
to fund CD’s to how much and where do we get the money. At the next meeting on May 24th Joe 
Coleman is going to come to the meeting with actual bill proposals. 
 
NRCS – Nothing to report. 
 
MRWA – Bureau of Reclamation had a meeting about the Fresno Dam. They want to do this project to 
make sure it doesn't fail, the project may start 2023 and finish by 2026. It's a 77-million-dollar project, 
water users are responsible for 15% of that which is $88.36/acre. The Bureau is for sure doing it as it will 
affect 3,000 people below the dam if it fails. 
 
MCC – Nothing to report. 
 
Reach Reports 
Lower Reach – Dick Iverson gave a report that Robbie has been helping re-do the 140-160 pump site 
permits with the Corps of Engineers and FWP.  This year the river looks like it'll run 1200 CFS less than 
last year due to the drought and low lake levels.  He joined in on the MRRIC meeting call last week. He 
proposed that they try this fall when the river is low, take the artificially inseminated eggs, put them in 
the river and see if they survived the length. The river is the same length in September as it is in July, if 
they don't survive in September they won't survive through the test flow. More discussions are being 
had.  
 
Reservoir Reach – Laura Kiehl shared that they will be doing the River Rendezvous in Petroleum County. 
Molly will cover that in new business. 



 
Middle Reach – Nothing to report. 
 
Upper Reach – Jeff Ryan shared pictures of the project they are working on, and explained what they are 
doing and how it works.. They have one of the largest projects that his conservation district has ever had 
on the north shore of Lake Helena. When they are done with the project they will cover 1500 sq ft of 
shoreline over the last 10 years. They had volunteers from the community come help cut  the 14,000 
willows. 
 
Karl Christians shared that they met with the WPIC committee pertaining to accelerated bank erosion 
from big boats. Karl has sent an email to Jeff Wellborn who’s the chair of WPIC about presenting Test 
Flow info to the committee. He has yet to hear back from him. 
 
Individual CD Reports (voluntary/ as needed) 
 
Old Business 
30x30- Comment letter got sent off. 
BLM Sage Grouse Comment- Molly Masters commented on it and sent in. 
Gift For Jim Beck- Laura Kiehl and Karl Christians have been looking for a gift and will reach out to Jim. 
 
New Business 
Test Flow resolution- They received information in their packet about the resolution Roosevelt County 
CD has come up with. Karl Christians has worked on it with a few different edits. Molly Masters had 
some questions from CD’s on it and was not sure how to answer their questions correctly. Karl Christians 
suggested having each district sign on one resolution, and possibly add in MACD. 
 
Ground Rule Update- Moving forward Molly Masters needs to have a committee to help put it together. 
It will be ground rules, make changes, updates and etc.. People offering to be on the committee are 
Laura Kiehl, Karl Christians, Dallas Diehl, and Lorri Schafer. 
 
River Rendezvous Committee- Last week we had a meeting with Molly Masters, Makayla Ingman, Laura 
Kiehl, Dusty Olson, Dean Rogge, and Patricia Gilbert in attendance. Patricia suggested coming next year 
to visit the seven black foot treatment due to the drought.  Molly Masters has a draft made up of a 
schedule that she shared and will be sent out once it is finalized. Working with Dusty on a 223 grant 
There are limited hotels in Jordan and one of the hotels will not save blocks. There is also a campground 
there. 
 
MACD Grant Funds- Laura Nowlin is working on re-applying to the NACD grant, it has an 80/20 salary to 
travel requirement. They decided to pursue Molly Masters' budget. Lorri Schafer motioned to support 
the renewal of the NACD grant, Karl Christians seconded the vote passed unanimously. 
 
Coordinator Questions/Update -  MT Saltcedar meeting April 13th at Fort Peck. 
The Army Corps Engineer meeting is in Fort Peck on April 11th. 
 
Important Dates 
April 
1:  MRRIC meeting 
5:  MRRIC special meeting 
5:  MRCDC emergency grazing committee meeting 
6:  MACD Leg. Ad Hoc committee 
7:   CMR CWG planning committee  
8:   SSA Quarterly Report Due 
11:  MACD Board meeting 



13:  MT Saltcedar Team meeting Fort Peck 
15:  MRRIC meeting 
15:  DNRC 65 Quarterly Grant report due 
26:  MRCDC Executive Committee meeting 
 
May: 
12-13:  out 
17:  MRCDC Quarterly meeting, Sidney 
24: EQC meeting 
27: out 
TBD: CMR CWG 
 
 
Other 
 
Adjourned: Karl moved to adjourn the meeting and Lorri seconded. Vote passed unanimously. 
 
Approved on Apr 26, 2022.  
 
Submitted by:   
 
     
Makayla Ingman, MRCDC Secretary Laura Kiehl, MRCDC Chairman 
Molly Masters, MRCDC Coordinator 
 


