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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
August 24, 2021 

GoToMeeting Conference Call 
 
At 7:30am, Chair Laura Kiehl opened the MRCDC Executive Committee meeting. Council members present were Bruce 
Anderson, Blaine County CD; Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD; Karl Christians, Lewis & Clark CD; Lorri Schafer, Fergus CD; Steve 
Wanderaas, McCone CD; Jim Beck, Broadwater CD. Partner(s) present were Tom Watson, Kyle Tackett, NRCS; Autumn 
Holzgen, Healthy Watershed Consortium Initiative. Guest(s) present were Shawn Johnson, Managing Director of U of M 
Natural Resources & Environmental Policy; Carie Hess, MRCDC Secretary/Treasurer; Molly Masters, MRCDC Coordinator.  
 
General 
Minutes were read and Karl Christians moved to approve with amendment changing ‘is September’ to ‘in September’ in 
last sentence of Coordinator’s report. Lorri Schafer seconded the motion which passed unanimously. Molly Masters had 
one public comment, announcing the birth of her son Lester Gene Masters on August 19. Carie Hess presented the 
financial report to the Council for review. Karl Christians moved to approve the unpaid bills as submitted and Bruce 
Anderson seconded the motion which passed unanimously. During the financial report, Carie Hess gave notice that 
September 3 will likely be her last day with Petroleum CD and MRCDC.  
 
Guest Report 
Shawn Johnson gave an introduction of how the CMR is hoping to move forward with stakeholder perspectives on 
reintroduction of bison and bighorn sheep and the involvement of UofM as a third party for conflict resolution in topics 
related to Natural Resources. UofM has been hired as a neutral party by FWS to reach out to stakeholders to listen to 
their concerns about the CMR refuge and potential introduction of bison and bighorn sheep specifically. What are key 
conflict issues? What does a successful stakeholder engagement process look like on these topics? There is no current 
proposal on the table by FWS for introduction, but it is in comprehensive plans so they are interested in hearing from 
stakeholders on this. UofM is reaching out to about 40 individuals/organizations as stakeholders to ask for their views 
and feedback. Will then create report that summarizes what they’ve heard, will share back with stakeholders to be sure 
everything has been captured accurately, and then share with FWS hopefully by the end of October. MRCDC would like 
to set up a few different meetings for individuals to participate in the conversation with UofM.  
 
Committee Reports 
Budget committee met on August 9. We went through each line item and upped overall budget by $20,000. Was 
approved by Council via email and then sent to DNRC for approval.  
 
National Forest Letter committee hasn’t met yet, but Molly Masters has been in touch with Cascade CD and Tenlee 
about their reworked letter. They are planning to approve it at their September CD meeting. 
 
River Rendezvous went well. Tours were good and well put together. Interesting how the entities rely on the waters and 
the work they’ve done with each other for conservation of it.  
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Partner Reports 
MACD – Steve Wanderaas reported that Mark Bostrom announced during the MACD meeting the day before that 
Stephanie Criswell has accepted the position of the Program Manager for DNRC. (on behalf of MRCDC, need to send 
thank you to Amanda Kaster and Mark Bostrom and a congratulations email to Stephanie – Molly will do in next couple 
weeks). MACD is continuing to work on the strategic plan.  
 
NRCS – Kyle Tackett briefly gave report that they have a lot of drought work going on, specifically on stock water. As fires 
start winding down, will be looking at assisting for rehab, etc. If anyone has questions on new COVID guidance, you’re 
welcome to ask. Need to meet with Molly Masters with in next few weeks. Tom Watson commented on working with 
Farmer’s Conservation Alliance with St. Mary’s Diversion system. Have draft report from FCA to send in for planning 
work with EIS.  
 
HWCI - Autumn Holzgen reported that she and Tenlee had met with a producer about Naked River Banks and creating 
some low tech projects. Cascade CD will be taking the lead, but Autumn will keep us updated. R4R meeting a few weeks 
ago where Stephanie got some good feedback from partners. 140 miles of Missouri River clean-up was held last 
weekend with about 100 volunteers. Clean-up may become an annual thing along different stretches of the river. Colin 
with CEMIST has been doing a ton of outreach work across the state at fairs and several other events. Riparian 
Management workshop September 14 at Augusta – talk with Conner at Lewis and Clark CD for more info. Autumn has 
been continuing the two mesic projects in Petroleum County.   
 
Reach Reports 
Lower Reach – Steve Wanderaas mentioned the Mussel Rapid Response exercise on Sept. 8-9. at Fort Peck. Molly 
Masters will forward contact information about the event to the Council.   
 
Reservoir Reach – Laura Kiehl reported that the Corps is beginning a scoping period for their shoreline management 
plan. Period is through Sept. 30, 2021. Virtual meeting being held on Thursday, September 16 that MRCDC should have 
representation at. Weed control would be an important factor to look at. Petroleum CD has not had any applications 
submitted for Carie Hess’s job.   
 
Middle Reach – Lorri Schafer did not have anything to report, but is very interested in taking role in UofM stakeholder 
meetings. Is interested in participating and getting a group together for the Missouri River clean-up next year.  
 
Upper Reach – Karl Christians reported working with Prickly Pear Land Trust about introducing grazing back into their 
system after a large fire last year. Should see some positive results from it. Karl also mentioned Jeff Ryan is continuing 
work with MACD on flood plain joint resolution.  
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
BLM APR Bison Comment Period – Due September 28, 2021 –  Molly Masters has sent out information she’s been able 
to find about comments submitted in the past about bison relocation. Will re-send information to Council. Committee of 
interested Council members may need to meet to get letter created for public comment on behalf of MRCDC. One 
concern is taking fences out and the degradation of grazing areas due to this. Get draft letter created before September 
Executive Committee meeting so it can be approved at that meeting to submit. Also submit comments to congressional 
officials because comments have been dismissed by BLM in the past? Lorri Schafer will be on committee for sure.  
 
BSWC member application with Laura Nowlin – Carie Hess said a couple challenges are who is going to do their 
oversight, and office space requirements with COVID restrictions. Molly Masters can visit with Laura about application 
and moving forward.  
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MACD Convention Vendor Table ($200) – MRCDC does usually have a table set up and it’s a good idea to have. Karl 
Christians moved we do the $200 vendor table. Bruce Anderson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  
 
MOU with Petroleum CD – has been approved and signed by both entities. Carie Hess will send it out to everyone.  
 
 
Coordinator Update 

• MRRIC – webinars held over 7/26-29. On the 26th, went over the IEPR (independent external peer review) report 
in regards to Ft. Peck DEIS. There were several findings that the Corp was working on explaining better / fixing 
for final report that will come out this fall.  

• Petroleum County CD – attended July meeting and gave a report about BLM’s Draft EA virtual comments 
webinar, as well as MRCDC report. 

• CMR CWG – held a planning committee meeting. It was decided we would have an in-person get together where 
everyone would be able to re-connect with the group, give updates, and share about the last year. The 
committee is planning to have the meeting in late October, early November with the location to be determined. 
Will start organizing plans for this.  

• Was interviewed by “Explore Big Sky” magazine out of Bozeman to talk about economic impacts to 
farmers/ranchers because of the drought along the Missouri River.  

• MACD Board meeting – attended July meeting and gave a report about MRCDC happenings 

• Cascade CD – attended July meeting and gave a report about MRCDC happenings 

• Annual Report – due to DNRC August 31. I have contacted POCs of projects to help with report and update 
information from last years.  

• R4R – met with partners to discuss direction and future funding.  

• River Rendezvous – working with Gallatin CD to finish up 223 Grant funding report.  
 
Important Dates 

9/27-30   NAISMA Annual Conference, Missoula or Virtual Attendance 
9/27 Area 3 meeting, Phillips CD – Malta 
9/28 Public comment on BLM APR draft EA about bison grazing due 
9/28 Area 1 meeting, Garfield CD – Jordan 
10/5 Area 6 meeting, Broadwater CD - Townsend 
10/20-21  MACDEO Employee Training, Red Lodge 
10/31 MACD Convention Early Bird Registration Due ($260) 

 
Other 
With Carie Hess’s position, if it is not filled by when she leaves, what do we do for claims, etc.? This will be discussed at 
the following Petroleum CD meeting. 
 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:20am. 
 
Submitted by:  Approved on September 21, 2021 
 
        
Molly Masters, Coordinator Laura Kiehl, Chairman 


