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Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

May 15, 2019 
Kiehl Lodge 

Winnett, Montana 
 

At 4:23 pm, Chair Steve Wanderaas opened the MRCDC quarterly business meeting. Council members present were; 
Vice- Chair Bruce Anderson, Blaine CD; John Chase, Cascade CD; Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD; Dean Rogge, Garfield 
CD; Ron Stoneberg, Valley CD; Mike Hansen, Gallatin CD; Rick Anderson, Chouteau CD; Jim Beck, Broadwater CD; 
Dick Iversen, Richland CD;  Karl Christians, DNRC; Rachel Frost, MRCDC Coordinator and Carie Hess, MRCDC 
Secretary. Guests included:  Mitch Hoffman, Mark Werley, BSWC Members; Casey Gallagher, MRP; Rob Hazelwood, 
Rancher; and Stacey Barta, DNRC Rangelands.  
 
General 
The hiring committee announced that they had hired Casey Gallagher as the new MRCDC Coordinator.  Casey 
gave a brief introduction on herself and said she was excited to get started. Minutes were read and John Chase 
moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Dick Iversen seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Carie Hess presented the financial report to the council for review.  John Chase moved to approve the unpaid 
bills as submitted and Mike Hansen seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Dick Iversen moved to 
approve the full report as submitted and Mike Hansen seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Public Comment  None at this time  
 
Reach Reports 
 
Upper Reach – John Chase referred to the list of concerns that he had presented in May of 2013 and noted that 
the first five issues have been resolved or addressed. He moved on to #6 and noted that the Friends of the 
Monument are looking to do some projects on cottonwoods and that the council should partner or help when 
they can as there is a good partnership with this group.  It was also noted at this time that the BOR/BLM Task 
Force is no longer a group.  In regards to #7 the council is a major partner in the Montana Saltcedar Team so 
this issue has been addressed.  In regards to #8 the council needs to find projects to do in the upper reach and 
that they need to do outreach to those districts.  At this time Rachel Frost advised Casey Gallagher to try to 
attend CD meetings as much as she can.  Lastly John Chase reviewed his written interpretation of the events 
that have happened in regards to the Lewis & Clark National Forest plan.   
 
Middle Reach – Rick Anderson reported that they are holding Local Work Group Meetings in the area.  Bruce 
Anderson noted that Blaine CD is having their Local Work Group Meeting on May 21st.  Bruce also reported 
that there had been some damage to the cable poles for the McClelland Ferry. 
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Reservoir Reach – Dean Rogge reported that there is a CMR meeting May 16th at the Flatwillow Hall in 
Winnett.  He also reported that the Garfield CD is working again this year on their tree project at the 
fairgrounds, has a new BLM fire management grant, is re-advertising for the AIS station employees and has 1 
MSGOT application in and that Petroleum CD has two MSGOT applications in.  
 
Lower Reach – Dick Iversen reported that there was a lot of damage due to the ice jams this spring.  He 
reported that in Richland County most of the community leaders had left the Local Work Group meeting before 
the nut and bolts of the meeting started which was disappointing.  It was the overall feeling that the Targeted 
Implementation Plans will not work in Montana.  He noted that soil health is a big deal in the lower reach and it 
was noted that McCone CD has some funding for soil health projects.  Dick reported that there has been a lot 
going on with the ACOE and MRRIC in regards to the proposed flows for pallid sturgeon recruitment.  He 
noted that there has been a lot of discussion on a new 3D technology that is being used to do some of the pump 
site survey as it is costly.   
  
Individual Districts – Jim Beck reported that Broadwater CD along with FWP and local irrigators partnered 
together to get a continuous stream gauge.  He noted that there could possibly be a need for some lobbying in 
the future on the gauges.   
 
DNRC – Karl Christians reported that Lance Clark is the new conservation district resource specialist in Miles 
City and that Mary Hendrix is the new specialist in Helena.  He noted that budgets look good at this point and 
that the council will receive an extra $15,000 a year for the biennium.  He noted that he is working with FSA 
out of Bozeman on CREP and has a meeting with them on May 21st to go over the project.  He noted that 
Administrative grant applications are being reviewed and funding is being worked through. 
 
MACD – Mike Hansen reported that SWCDM has lost a staff person as Jessica Makus has moved on.  He noted 
that the District Operations Committee is working on restructuring mainly for the Bridger Plant Materials 
Center.  He noted that the Spring Board meeting is scheduled for June 10-13th in Helena and that resolutions are 
due June 1st with the new timeline.   
 
NRCS – No one present at this time, but Rachel noted that the Meeting of the Minds would be a good venue for 
the Council to develop their working relationship with NRCS.   
 
 
Coordinator’s Review of Current Projects: 
Rachel reviewed the list of current projects and put council member names as the lead for the projects. 
AIS/CEMIST: Steve Wanderaas/ Bruce Anderson 
CMR Community Working Group:  Dean Rogge/ Laura Kiehl/ Ron Stoneberg 
Montana Saltcedar Team: Dean Rogge/ Steve Wanderaas 
MRP/ Post Fire Weed:  Dean Rogge 
Living on the Bank:  John Chase/ Jeff Ryan/ Karl Christians 
MRRIC: Dick Iversen 
Ranching for Rivers/ Healthy Watershed Consortium: Rick Anderson 
 
2019 River Rendezvous: Rachel informed the council that there is a limit of 35 people for the tour and that 
Keystone XL has pulled out and will not present or do outreach a the event.  So they will look into a dinner 
option for the group.  She noted that the tour is scheduled for July 26th starting at Fort Peck. 
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Important Dates: 
 

1. Rachel at Grand Canyon – May 23-28th 
2. Rachel’s last day – June 7th 
3. MACD Spring Board Meeting – June 10-12th, Helena 
4. TNC Matador Ranch Science Symposium – June 12th, Matador Ranch 
5. Deadline to file Exempt Water Right Claim – June 30th  
6. CMR CWG – July 18th, Fort Peck 
7. River Rendezvous – July 26th , Fort Peck 

 
 
Announcements/ Presentations:  
 
Rachel requested that all council districts send 2 or 3 priorities to Casey Gallagher so that she can sort and work 
on projects.  
 
Rachel reported that she had been working with Kate Arpin and the council website is new and that she will let 
Casey fill in the content so it fits Casey. 
 
Rachel noted that she has been working on the FY 2019 Annual Report and that she will have it complete 
shortly after the end of the fiscal year.   
 
The council car (2012 Chevy Equinox) has approximately 120,000 miles on it and is running well after the 
radiator repairs that were made in April.  Rachel noted that it will need to be detailed as it has not had that done 
since it was purchased.  It was noted that there is currently $8,700 in the car fund for replacement.  Rick 
Anderson moved to have the car professionally detailed before it is handed over to Casey for use.  John Chase 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Rachel handed council chair Steve Wanderaas her official letter of resignation.   
 
New Business: 
 
Draft FY 2020 Budget: 
Carie and Rachel had prepared a draft budget for DNRC.  The council reviewed the budget and reviewed some 
options for program support.  It was noted that there would need to be some adjustments based on the 
discussion so once those adjustments are made the budget will be resent to the Executive Committee for 
approval.   
 
MOU with Petroleum CD:  Carie Hess reported that it is the end of the biennium and thus new contracts from 
DNRC will be given.  With that the council and Petroleum review, adjust and approve their MOU’s.  It was 
noted in regards to program support that there had been changes made to Section 3 in the main MOU.  After 
some discussion John Chase moved to approve the MOU with the amended changes made to section 3.  Laura 
Kiehl seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  The termination account MOU was reviewed and there 
were no changes to be done.  Dean Rogge moved to approve the termination account MOU and Bruce 
Anderson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.    
 
Exit Interview:  Rachel Frost and the council had a nice open discussion about her leaving the council.  She 
noted that her new opportunity is a big step for her career and that she loved her job with the council and notes 
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that the personalities work well together.  Rachel did note that there is room for improvement in council 
engagement by attending individual district meetings.  She noted that there could be some improvement on 
communication and time management.  She offered Casey the advice to build more time into travel to give 
yourself the opportunity to stop in at the offices as you pass through.   
    
With no further business before the council the meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm 
 
 
Submitted by:      Approved by unanimous vote on July 25, 2019  
 
___________________     ________________________ 
Carie Hess, Secretary      Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
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