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Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

November 19, 2019 
Red Lion Hotel 

Kalispell, Montana 
 

At 2:31 pm, Chair Bruce Anderson opened the MRCDC quarterly business meeting. Council members present were; 
Vice- Chair Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD; John Chase, Cascade CD; Dean Rogge, Garfield CD; Ron Stoneberg, Valley 
CD; Jim Beck, Broadwater CD; Dick Iversen, Richland CD; Jeff Ryan, Lewis & Clark CD; Steve Wanderaas, McCone 
CD; Mike Hansen, Gallatin CD; Karl Christians and Lance Clark, DNRC; Tom Watson, Cari Ostberg, Mike Lucas, Lorna 
Philp, John Bowe, NRCS; Casey Gallagher, MRCDC Coordinator and Carie Hess, MRCDC Secretary. Guests included 
Hal DeBoer, Pat Anderson, Phillips CD; and Stephanie Hester, DNRC/ MISC; Stephanie Adams, SWCDMI;   
 
General 
Minutes were read and Ron Stoneberg moved to approve the minutes as submitted. Mike Hansen seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Carie Hess presented the financial report to the council for review.  Jim Beck moved to approve the unpaid bills 
as submitted and John Chase seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Steve Wanderaas moved to 
approve the full report as submitted and Dean Rogge seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Public Comment None at this time  
 
Reach Reports 
 
Upper Reach – John Chase reported that the new plan for the Lewis & Clark Helena National Forest 
Management was supposed to be due in September but it will likely be out sometime in March 2020. He noted 
that they have voiced concerns that the Mgmt plan never accounted for downstream water users which raises 
big concerns.  Steve Wanderaas asked if these concerns were being heard by NACD and if they have not been 
informed that Steve Hedstrom should be talked to.     
 
Middle Reach – Bruce Anderson reported that there is a huge concern of the feral hogs north of Blaine County.     
 
Reservoir Reach – Dean Rogge reported that there will be a big meeting on the CMR Grazing Pilot Project in 
Garfield County next Monday.  It was noted that the Petroleum County Conservation District’s bison ordinance 
passed with about 60 percent approval which is really good considering it was the only item on the ballot.  It 
was noted that there will be two new BSWC members that will be working for the council, Petroleum 
Conservation District, and the Musselshell Watershed Coalition that will start in January 2020.  
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Lower Reach – It was reported that Dick Iversen was at a MRRIC meeting in Omaha.  Casey reported that he 
has been on four teleconferences for the human considerations work group, and that Dick and she are working 
with YRCDC to invite General Helmlinger out to look at how their plan will impact the lower end of the 
Missouri River in Montana.  There is work being done with the Army Corp of Engineers to help pay for the 
pump site survey.  It was noted that in regards to the feral hogs that there is some really hard Canadian politics 
to work through so it will be awhile before a plan with the Canadians will be worked on.   
 
Individual Districts – It was reported that there have been a little over 3,000 loads of rock from Lewistown 
headed towards Intake that are traveling along Highway 200 and the road is being impacted by the traffic.     
 
DNRC – Karl Christians reported that there was a second round of Administrative Funds were sent out and that 
he was late to the meeting due to the fact he was in the meeting and those funds were approved.  He noted that 
the DNRC is working on a 2020 Supervisor Summit that will talk about transitions and he noted that it is the 
hope to have travel scholarships available to help get supervisors there.   
 
MACD – Dean Rogge reported there are a lot of changes going on at MACD right now and those will continue 
in to the next year. It was noted that one of the largest changes is that MACD and SWCDM will once again be 
merging together.   
 
SWCDM – Stephanie Adams introduced herself and noted that they will be spearheading a lot of projects.  
They are reviving the Ranching for Rivers program and they are working on the Soil Health Symposium in 
Billings this winter.     
  
NRCS – Tom Watson reported NRCS is here to support the council and their programs and projects.  He noted 
his staff that was present at the meeting, and asked in return that council members go back to their districts and 
ask for interested people to attend the NRCS State Technical meetings across the state.  These meetings are to 
gather input from those on the ground.  He noted that the new farm bill is heavy on putting things through the 
State Technical Committee.  He reported that things are in full swing with Montana Focused Conservation and 
everyone should have attended a Local Work group Meeting and districts should be participating in the county 
long range plans that are being written.  He stated that he has been able to hire five District Conservationists in 
the state and that they have a soil conservationist in Chinook coming on.  He informed the council that Justin is 
setting up the Glasgow and Malta work unit.  Keri Bilbo reported that Justin along with the Broadwater CD and 
the Deep Creek Watershed were awarded a national watershed initiative that put over 1 million dollars in that 
watershed which is finishing up.  The next steps will be for Crow Creek in that area and there will be about 1 
million in funding out there too.   Lastly Kyle Tackett noted that he is heading the Big Sky Watershed Corp 
program with NRCS and that he is implementing a new plan to ensure communication with the DC’s, AC’s and 
the state office is on track.     
 
Coordinator’s Review of Current Projects: 
Casey reported that there would be two new members starting in January and that she will be relying on one 
member to help with the CMR group.  She reported that she had put together a CMEIST meeting in Lewistown 
in October and at that meeting Wendy Jones stepped up to be the new CEMIST Coordinator.  She noted that on 
November 7th the CMR group held its planning and process themed meeting in Malta.  Casey updated the group 
on what has been happening with MRRIC and it was noted that it was felt that the Corps could pay for possibly 
50 of the 150 pump sites that need to be surveyed.  Casey noted that the Missouri River Program for Ranching 
for Rivers has an open application period for the coordinator position and that they would like to start 
interviews in early December.   
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Important Dates: 

1. MACD Convention November 19-22, Kalispell 
2. AIS Summit- December 4 & 5, Carroll College, Helena 
3. Casey sick leave, December 12-19 no contact please, will work from home until recovered 
4. MT Saltcedar Team January 22, 2020 Location TBD 

 
Announcements:  
 
River Rendezvous locations were discussed and it was noted that the YRCDC has interest in doing a joint tour 
or helping.  Potential locations were the Yellowstone, Musselshell and the Gallatin, it was noted that 
suggestions should be sent to Casey. Jim Beck mentioned Gallatin and Broadwater willing to partner for the 
tour at the Headwaters. 
 
Laura Kiehl reported that they ae looking at a possible CWMA for Flatwillow Creek and it was noted to contact 
Laura Nowlin with the Musselshell Watershed Coalition as she has helped facilitate a large CWMA in the 
Musselshell Basin.   
 
John Chase mentioned that at the May meeting he had brought up the Naked River Banks and asked if other 
district are seeing this problem along there area of the Missouri River.  He noted that it should be brought up at 
the work plan meeting.  
 
Bruce Anderson reported that there had been a Saint Mary’s tour in October with NRCS and that they are 
putting together an organized effort to get things moving.  It was noted that NRCS will put $100,000 over the 
next two years to get a coordinator and to make sure things keep moving forward.   
 
New Business: 
 
Work Plan:  Casey informed the council that she would like to have an up to date work plan to help her 
prioritize her time and council projects.  After discussion it was decided to have the meeting February 26th in 
Lewistown.   
 
Quarterly Meeting:  It was discussed to have this the same time as the work plan meeting so the date was set for 
February 26th.  It was noted that the four quarterly meetings are at the River Rendezvous, Convention, and 
February 26th in Lewistown and sometime in April 2020.   
 
December Executive Committee:  It was discussed that with Casey recovering from surgery that the December 
call should just be for bill payment.  It was suggested that it could be done through email.  Steve Wanderaas 
moved to have the December Executive Committee be an email approval of the bills; John Chase seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously.   
    
With no further business before the council the meeting adjourned at 4:02 pm 
 
 
Submitted by:      Approved by unanimous vote on February 26, 2020  
 
___________________     ________________________ 
Carie Hess, Secretary      Bruce Anderson, Chairman 
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