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Missouri River near Big Sandy 
Photo credit Rachel Frost 
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The strength of the Council lies in the unique capabilities of the individual 
member districts and our partner organizations 

Dear Reader, 

We are pleased to bring you this summary of the Missouri River Conservation Districts Council 
(MRCDC) activities for FY 2018. This year was a continuation of past programs and an 
expansion into new territory. Once again, the Council hosted 2 Big Sky Watershed Corps 
Members who helped build capacity for existing projects like the CMR National Wildlife 
Refuge Community Working Group, and enabled the Council to take on new projects. 
The council continued to play an active role in aquatic invasive species education and 
outreach along with battling saltcedar on the lower Missouri River. New this year, the Range 
Technicians will help with monitoring for imported noxious weeds in donated or purchased 
hay in the wake of the Lodgepole Complex fire.  

Montana is the only state that has an organization such as the Missouri 
River Conservation Districts Council to coordinate conservation efforts within 
the entire watershed. This unique approach leverages funds for important 
projects across land ownerships for maximum ecological benefit. 

 

• *The above summary includes the following grants in the Project Match Money category: 
Ranching for Rivers fund through Judith Basin CD - $50,000 
MST and BSWC partner funds through DNRC and PCCD - $15,000 
Noxious Weed Trust Fund grant through Garfield CD - $13, 871 
SWCDM Mini-grant to fund Living on the Bank - $2,877 

 
*MRCDC receives no admin fees, and does not directly receive funding through grants.  All grants written by 
MRCDC are run through CDs or SWCDM. Grants are used to fund on-the-ground projects. 

The newest venture of the Council is the 
Living on the Bank projects, which will bring 
information on best management practices 
for developing and living on the water’s edge 
to new and current landowners in Montana. 
We look forward to working together with 
partners and continuing to find new, 
innovative ways to meet the needs of our 
member districts in FY 2019. As you browse 
the annual report for a more detailed 
account of the Council’s activities, please 
consider how we may better serve the 
region through future projects. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
Rachel Frost, Coordinator 
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Local leadership makes the project relevant, unity gives the project strength 

Montana Saltcedar Team 

Lower Missouri River Salt Cedar Treatment Summary: 
• 114 river miles of the Missouri treated, from Wolf Point, MT to the North Dakota Border. 

Treatment took place in McCone, Roosevelt, and Richland counties, as well as on Fort Peck 
Indian Reservation land. 

 
• 4 MCC crew members, 11 volunteers, 1 contractor.  

 
• 458.5 hours of volunteer time 

 
• Over 1,244 individual saltcedar plants treated 

 
• Treatment covered 15% of MT Missouri River and  

5% of US Missouri River 
 

• Increased local awareness  
of saltcedar 

Montana Conservation Corps member applies herbicide 
to a saltcedar plant. Photo by:  William Friedman 

Identifying the need for this immediate action, the Missouri River Conservation Districts Council in 
cooperation with McCone, Richland, and Roosevelt County Weed and Conservation Districts 
applied for a 223 Grant through the McCone County Conservation District, to treat salt cedar 
infestations on the lower Missouri River. The treatment was a cooperative effort between the US 
Army Corps of Engineers, the county weed boards and conservation districts of McCone, Richland, 
and Roosevelt Counties, the Fort Peck Tribes and the Montana Conservation Corps.  In late 
August, volunteers floated the Missouri from below the Fort Peck Dam to the North Dakota 
border treating all saltcedar plants found below the high water mark.  

Montana Conservation Corps members and volunteers 
search for salt cedar on the banks of the Missouri River. 
Photo by:  William Friedman 

During the floods of 2011,  
water was not the only thing that 
 poured over the spillway of  
Fort Peck Dam and flowed 
towards the North Dakota border. The flood waters 
carried millions of seeds of the invasive species 
saltcedar (Tamarisk spp.), a Priority 2B plant on the 
Montana Noxious Weed List, while also scouring out 
ideal places for these seeds to take root and establish. 
Left untreated, this tree species has the potential to 
displace native tree species such as willow, green ash 
and cottonwoods and will likely spread to other 
waterways, stock ponds, or irrigation ditches. 



Montana Rangelands Partnership 

The Montana Rangelands Partnership technicians continue to work 
with landowners to install monitoring plots, improve grazing 
management, and create educational products for rangeland health. 

www. montanarangelandspartnership.org 

The Lightning strikes on July 19, 2017 changed an entire landscape in northern Petroleum and 
Garfield Counties. The Lodgepole Complex claimed over 270,000 acres when the fires were 
finally contained, making it the third largest wildfire in Montana’s recorded history. Landowners 
not directly affected by the devastating fire were faced with surviving one of the driest years on 
record. 

Finding the Weed in the Haystack 

The widespread drought in eastern Montana 
meant that very little hay was available locally, 
so nearly all the donated and purchased hay 
came from several hundreds of miles away. 
People from all over the US responded by 
sending truckloads of donated hay that began 
arriving before the fire was fully extinguished. 
Some of the hay came from different plant 
communities and noxious weed populations 
than you would expect to find locally. 

The potential for noxious weed seeds to be transported in the donated and purchased hay, 
combined with the soil disturbance from the Lodgepole Complex fire, has created an ideal 
situation for the establishment of new weed species in Garfield County. 

The Garfield County Conservation District recognized 
the need to be pro-active to avoid weed infestations. 
They received a Noxious Weed Trust Fund grant to 
conduct monitoring of hay storage areas and feeding 
grounds. This is a partnership effort with the Garfield 
County Extension Agent/Weed Coordinator, the local 
NRCS office, landowners, the Montana Department 
of Agriculture and the Montana Rangelands 
Partnership. 

Donated hay rolls into burn-scarred Garfield County 
following the Lodgepole Complex fire in July of 2017.  

People from all over the US poured out their 
generosity on the folks of Montana following the 
Lodgepole Complex fire and severe drought.  



Ranching For Rivers: 
Projects and Educational Workshops 

Combining the art and science of natural resource management with the 
desire of people to be good stewards of the land produces the best results 

CMR Community Working Group 

MRCDC is the leading stakeholder and coordinating entity of the Charles M. Russell National 
Wildlife Refuge (CMR NWR)  Community Working Group (CWG). This group is comprised of 
agencies, landowners, NGOs and interested individuals that are concerned with the vitality of 
the 6-county region surrounding the CMR NWR. The group serves as a forum for discussion of 
important issues, regional project results, and pertinent research. In 2018, the group has paired 
with Dr. Julia Haggerty and her team of researchers from Montana State University to explore 
the resilience of the local rural communities and strategies to improve this resilience in the face 
of climate, social, and political challenges.  

Meeting locations and topics: 
August, Jordan – Post-fire recovery and community response 

November, Lewistown – The science of grazing after fire, wildlife population report 
February, Fort Peck – Rancher’s Stewardship Alliance, The 6-county conservation landscape 

June, Winnett – Conservation tools for landowners 
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•A total of 7 projects in 6 conservation districts received cost-share funding 
•Over 5 miles of fence built  
•Four new off-site water developments 
•Over 6 miles of pipeline installed 

Landowner and Agency Education 



Board and District Development 
Parliamentary Procedure Training 

Our most valuable resource in natural resource enhancement is our people 

Big Sky Watershed Corps Program:   
Enhancing Council and Member District Capacity 

Once again, the MRCDC partnered with Petroleum County 
Conservation District and the Musselshell Watershed Coalition 
to host 2 Big Sky Watershed Corps (BSWC) Members in 2018. 
This year’s members took on outreach for aquatic invasive 
species, helped coordinate the CMR Community Working Group 
activities, and worked on saltcedar projects.  
 
MRCDC is working with Montana Conservation Corps to provide 
training for BSWC Members,  Conservation Corps crew chiefs, 
and interns on Montana’s rural culture, economy and 
conservation ethic.  

The Council hosted a workshop on Parliamentary Procedure during the 
2017 MACD Convention. Emily Standley, MSU Extension Agent in Fergus 
County, taught the hour-long session that provided a refresher on common 
motions, clarification on common mistakes and misuse of motions, and the 
need for proper exercise of parliamentary procedure in public meetings. 

BSWC Members Colin McClure and 
Andrew Horvath with Tenlee and 
Ashlee Atchison  and “Benelli “ at the 
Craig Caddis Fly Festival  
Photo by John Chase 

Living on the Bank Project: 

Montana’s rivers and streams are a large part 
of what makes it an exceptional place to live. 
Not surprisingly, people want to live near 
these waters to enjoy their beauty and 
recreational opportunities. However, living on 
a river bank can pose many threats to their 
valuable investment. The Living on the Banks 
project will produce online educational tools 
to assist landowners on how to best manage 
issues that may arise when buying, selling, 
and/or improving property along a river, 
stream, or lake.  

The sloughing bank near this home demonstrates the 
potential dangers to property of living near a moving, 
changing river. 
Photo by Jeff Ryan 



Central and Eastern Montana 
Mussel Response  

Conservation Districts are uniquely positioned to develop cooperative 
working groups on any topic of interest or concern to Montana 

MRCDC continues to work closely with partners in the Central and Eastern MT Mussel 
Response (CEMMR) team to protect MT waters east of the Continental Divide from further 
infestation by invasive mussels.  

CEMMR Purpose and Goals 
CEMMR accomplishes its mission in the following ways: 
• Coordinate education on invasive mussels to all water users 

in Central and Eastern MT 
• Advocacy for resources for invasive mussels to be allocated 

to Central and Eastern MT 
• Provide communication and outreach on invasive mussel 

events, news, and policy relevant to Central and Eastern MT 

Mission:  Working together to strengthen and support invasive mussel 
prevention East of the Continental Divide in Montana. 

Reaching Irrigators 

Within the CEMMR, the MRCDC has the following roles and 
accomplishments: The Coordinator acts as the Helena liaison, 
maintaining communication with MT FWP and MT DNRC. Council 
members have engaged in outreach to encourage CDs to manage 
AIS check stations to further protect the Eastern borders of the 

MRCDC worked with partners and MT FWP to 
develop an outreach campaign for ag water users. 

state. MRCDC sought additional 
funding to support Big Sky 
Watershed Corps members time 
and travel for AIS outreach and 
education, and the production of 
AIS educational materials. 

BSWC Member Andrew Horvath mans an AIS 
educational booth in 2018. 
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The Missouri River Conservation Districts Council is devoted to conservation 
of the Missouri River’s natural resources through grassroots collaboration, 

education, incentives, and voluntary action.  

THE MISSOURI RIVER:                
                                                National Icon, Local Treasure 

National Importance 
• 2341 River Miles 
• 500,000 square mile watershed 
• 10 states and 2 Canadian Provinces 

Mission:  To represent natural resources and environmental interests on the Missouri River and 
the associated uplands. 
 
 
Purpose:  To provide leadership, assistance, and guidance to conservation districts along the 
Missouri River Corridor and present a unified front and collective voice when addressing natural 
resource issues, opportunities, and challenges.  

Montana’s Missouri River 

• 790 River Miles 
• 145,000 square mile watershed 
• 10 Dam 
• 14 Counties 
• 15 Conservation Districts 
 

Blaine │ Big Sandy │ Broadwater │ Cascade │ Chouteau │ Fergus │ Gallatin │ 
Lewis & Clark │ McCone │ Petroleum │ Phillips │ Richland │ Roosevelt │ Valley  

 

Irrigation, Navigation, Recreation, Power Generation 

Irrigation, World Class Fishing, Power Generation, Wildlife Habitat 
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