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Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

September 5, 2017 
Gypsum Meeting Room 

Lewistown, MT 
 

At 3:30 pm, Chair Steve Wanderaas opened the MRCDC quarterly business meeting. Council members present were; 
John Chase, Cascade CD; Vice- Chair Bruce Anderson, Blaine CD; Dick Iversen, Richland CD; Rick Anderson, 
Chouteau CD; Paul Gies, Fergus CD; Karl Christians, DNRC; Elena Evans, MACD; Rachel Frost, MRCDC Coordinator; 
Carie Hess, MRCDC Secretary; and guest Dan Stilson with Fergus County Conservation District. 
 
General 
 

1.  Minutes were read and John Chase moved to approve the minutes as amended. Dick Iversen seconded 
the motion which passed unanimously. 
  

2. Carie Hess presented the financial report to the council for review and briefly overviewed each page in 
the meeting packet asking if there were any questions as she went.  It was noted that due to this meeting 
being early in the month not all of the bills were in and that there would need to be a conference call 
later on in the month for the Executive Committee to approve the month’s bills.   

 
3. John Chase passed around an advertisement from the Great Falls Tribune about the sale of water rights 

on the Missouri River.   
 
Reach Reports 
 
Upper Reach – John Chase reported that there is nothing new to report for the Upper Reach area. 
 
Middle Reach – Bruce Anderson reported on projects and issues for the Middle Reach area. 

• Saint Mary’s canal is still leaking 
• The fire in the Bears Paw Mountains is 70 percent contained at about 21,500 acres and there has been a 

loss of 10 structures. 
• The Chinook Field office is looking for a soil conservationist. 
• The Milk River Watershed Alliance is looking for a coordinator. 
• Rick Anderson reported he, Karl, and Rachel have been working on several CREP program 

modifications.  They are attempting to get managed grazing listed as an allowed maintenance practice 
for riparian areas.  They have had several conference calls with the FSA and NRCS on this topic.  Bill 
Evans, (Chouteau County FSA), is planning to meet with officials in DC that have questions and 
concerns with the issue.   
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Reservoir Reach – Dean Rogge reported for the Reservoir Reach area: 

• Most of the area is suffering from extreme drought and wildfires. 
 
Lower Reach – Dick Iversen reported on projects and issues for the Lower Reach area. 

• The river is running at 10,000cfs, which is high for this time of year. 
• Agri-Industries leased the dredge for pump-site maintenance and at the end of the year they sent a check 

to each district that owns the dredge.  It has been a good deal for the districts and Agri-Industries. 
• Fort Peck tribes have about 300 bison and 300 “special pure” bison on the reservation.    

 
DNRC – Karl reported that budgets are tight and all contracts are on hold.  He encouraged districts to be frugal.  
He noted that DNRC’s number one priority is to keep the administrative grants whole but that more cuts are 
possible if the fires keep burning.  He reported that Laurie Zeller and Mark Bostrom will be the only DNRC 
staff able to attend Area meetings.  Lastly, he mentioned that DNRC will be hosting some webinars on grant/ 
contract management. 
 
MACD – Elena reported that MACD is spending a lot of time at the capitol following local government policy 
as it may have an impact on districts.  They are also watching the WIC (Water Interim Committee) and the 
overall budget.  She noted that she is looking forward to seeing everyone at the Area Meetings.  She reported 
that convention is coming along and that there are lots of hot topics and panel discussions and that they are 
working with NRCS to get personnel there.   
 
NRCS – No report at this time. 
 
Coordinators Report –   

• Post-Fire Work in Petroleum & Garfield Counties – Rachel reported that she is seeking funds for 
monitoring and treatment of invasive weeds in both counties.  She is also working with Laura Nowlin 
with the Musselshell Watershed Coalition on a Pulling Together weed grant to create a Coordinated 
Weed Management Area for the Musselshell River basin   

• Acid Mines Drainage/ MSCA Letter – It was noted that a letter still needs to be written to DEQ 
encouraging them to work with MSCA on revegetation techniques to alleviate acid mine drainage. 

• Montana Saltcedar Team – Rafts went into the river at Wolf Point and pulled out at Brockton on 
Thursday which was a day short. The crews had some bad weather that set them back a day but they 
were able to treat approximately 50 miles of the river.  It was noted that they will review the funding and 
the possibility of getting an extension so that the remaining 70 miles can be treated.  Rachel also 
reported that Paul Santavy had mentioned that there was an infestation of Saltcedar on the west end of 
the Refuge.  It was noted that Friends of the Monument have been using MCC Crews to hand pull and 
stump treat through the Monument area.  

• Ranching for Rivers – Rachel reported that the funding has all been allocated and the funding period 
will close at the end of September.  She noted that SWCDM has released a call for proposals for the 
western side of the state.  Dick Iversen mentioned that the article on voluntary landowner conservation 
that was published by the Audubon was very well done. 

• CMR Community Working Group/ Winnett ACES – Rachel reported that the CMR community 
working group met in Jordan on August 24th and had a very informative session with all agencies.  It 
was noted that it was well attended and that partnerships with the CMR helped smooth the process of 
providing relief grazing to those affected by the fire by allowing those landowners to move livestock to 
the CMR for the short-term.  It was noted that a letter to Paul Santavy and Noreen Walsh should be 
written thanking them for opening up parts of the refuge to grazing.  It was noted that the Winnett ACES 
is moving forward with learning about options for purchasing land. 
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• AIS Project – Rachel reported that public meetings were held in May in Lewistown, Fort Peck, Jordan, 
and Malta as well as a CMR meeting in Circle.  She reported that she is compiling what was learned.  
She also reported that she applied for a grant to fund the CEMMR (Central and Eastern Montana Mussel 
Response team). It was noted that Tom Woolf asked to meet with the council and that the CEMMR will 
be getting active more towards winter.  The CEMMR is heading efforts east of the divide to keep people 
informed on AIS issues that affect the eastern side of the state.  

• Annual Report for FY 2017 – Rachel informed the Board that the final report will be available at the 
Area meetings.     

 
New Business 
 
Approval of Final Evaluation & Recommendations – It was noted that good things are being done but that 
the council as a whole is worried about the workload.  Travel was mentioned and it was noted that district 
meeting attendance needs to be prioritized. Lastly, it was reported that the Board agreed to give Rachel a three 
percent raise starting September 1st.    
 
Appointment of Members at Large – Jim Beck moved to appoint Laura Kiehl as a member at large due to her 
active support, insight into council projects, partnerships with DNRC Fire, and the fact that Petroleum CD is the 
fiscal agent. Bruce Anderson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  John Chase moved to appoint 
Jeff Ryan as a member at large due to the fact that he has been active in participating in council events as well 
as working with the state on stream restoration issues. Dick Iversen seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.   
 
Governance Calendar – It was reviewed and noted that this is a start and it should become part of the council 
operations.  Bruce Anderson moved to approve, Jim Beck seconded and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
The Draft Work Plan for FY 2017-2018 was presented by Karl and Rachel. There was no action taken other 
than the council tried to prioritize the different projects and programs.  It was noted that districts need to bring 
projects to the council.   
 
Professional Development – Rachel requested to attend Leadership training, and several Council members also 
expressed a desire to attend the training when one is identified. It was also suggested that the Council could 
seek additional help through contracting to have articles written for newsletters, regional publications, etc. that 
highlight the Council’s activities.   
 
 
Announcements 
 
Jim Beck mentioned that he wanted to do some meetings in regards to exempt wells in June 2018. 
  
 
 
Submitted by:      Approved by unanimous vote on November 14, 2017 
 
___________________     ________________________ 
Carie Hess, Secretary      Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
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