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Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

May 22nd, 2018 
Quarterly Conference Call 

 
At 7:32 am, Chair Steve Wanderaas opened the MRCDC quarterly business meeting. Council members present were; 
Vice- Chair Bruce Anderson, Blaine CD; John Chase, Cascade CD; Dick Iversen, Richland CD; Jim Beck, Broadwater 
CD; Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD; Jeff Ryan, Lewis & Clark CD; Paul Gies, Fergus CD; Dean Rogge, Garfield CD; Ron 
Stoneberg, Valley CD;  Karl Christians, DNRC; Rachel Frost, MRCDC Coordinator and Carie Hess, MRCDC Secretary.  
 
General 
Minutes were read and John Chase moved to approve the minutes as submitted. Jim Beck seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Carie Hess presented the financial report to the council for review.  John Chase moved to approve the full report 
and Dick Iversen seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Jim Beck moved to approve the unpaid bills 
as submitted and John Chase seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Public Comment  None at this time  
 
Reach Reports 
 
Upper Reach – John Chase reported that there is nothing new on the Madison Food Park that the Cascade CD 
along with BSWC members Andrew Horvath and Colin McClure were in attendance at the Craig Caddis 
Festival talking about AIS.  He noted that there is progress coming on the River Rendezvous plans which is 
scheduled for July 11 & 12th in Great Falls and that you should RSVP to Tenlee Atchison if you are planning on 
attending.  He thought that there would be a full agenda for the event out in the next week or two.  Lastly John 
noted that the Sun River Watershed has a coordinator job opening.  Jeff Ryan reported that at least one school 
has been flooded in the Helena area.  He reported that there is a stream restoration project near Fort Harrison on 
a seven mile stretch that will have a willow/soil lift demo on it and continued restoration in late June as well. 
 
Middle Reach –  Bruce Anderson reported that the Mil River has flooding in the low lying areas across the area.  
He reported that Friends of the Monument have done some cottonwood seeding in Loma and that there is a 
Below the Dam bike ride sponsored by Northwest Energy June 8&9th.  
 
Reservoir Reach –  Dean Rogge reported that there was a meeting with the Secretary of the Interior at Fort Peck 
where it was mentioned that his goal is to work on streamlining the permitting.  It was reported that Mr. Zinke 
spoke about wanting to build relationships with the local communities.   
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It was noted that there was also some talk of re-organization of staff and that there would definitely be more 
local input going forward.  Lastly he reported that Zinke felt that the US should be dependent on its own 
resources.     
 
Lower Reach – Dick Iversen reported that currently there is about 12,000 to 13,000 cfs in the river although 
earlier in the spring it was 23,000 to 24,000 cfs.  He noted that there is still a little bit of drought conditions in 
his area but that there currently is plenty of irrigation water.  He reported that there was another hearing in Great 
Falls on Intake but as of right now the irrigators are being able to use the water and that they are feeling hopeful 
about the project.  He noted that the final EIS is out for public comments right now and Rachel noted that she is 
currently working with Dan Rostad and buzz Mattelin to draw up comments which they will have in draft form 
at the July quarterly meeting.   
 
DNRC –  Karl Christians reported that administrative grants are in and being reviewed and that as of right now 
they have about the same as last year and no money for 310 administration funding.  Sweet Grass has grant 
funding available for water related projects up to $21,000 but noted that it requires a 50/ 50 match and the 
deadline will be August 1, 2018.  He noted to all districts on the phone that have or are going to enact a 
permissive mill levy that they need to hold their annual public meetings.  He reported that he has been helping 
with the supervisor summit committee and the agenda should be out soon.  He noted that the focus is 
empowering the supervisors.  He noted that it is their hope that supervisors will then set up outside of their 
comfort zones, work on telling their district stories to make sure district stay relevant.  Lastly he reported that 
the Women Stepping forward in Ag books are out so if you are interested contact Linda Brander.       
 
MACD – Ann McCauley reported that everything is falling into place for Spring Board meeting June 11- 13th  
and that there will be strategic planning session, the annual BBQ, updates on the Executive Director search.  
She reported that the Area 1 districts are hosting the 2018 MACD Convention in Billings and that planning is 
going well.   
 
NRCS –  Nothing at this time. 
 
 
River Rendezvous Update It was reported that the 2018 River Rendezvous is scheduled to start Wednesday 
July 11th at the Water’s edge from 5 to 8 pm with a social event.  The full tour will start on July 12th at 7:30 am 
where the group will be on the river until noon then we will visit the water treatment plant.  Dinner is scheduled 
for 6 pm followed by Music on the MO at Odd Fellow’s Park.   Please RSVP to Tenlee Atchison at the Cascade 
CD office.   
 
 
Coordinator Report  
Montana Saltcedar Team -  Rachel reported that she has been working with the Montana Weed Control 
Association on a Saltcedar educational video that will be done this summer.  She also reported that she had been 
visiting with the Fergus County Weed coordinator and the CMR staff to do a target control on the western end 
of the refuge.  Lastly she reported that currently there is no funding for projects set but that they could be 
looking at the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation for possible funding.   
 
Ranching for Rivers -  Rachel reported that they had one application back out so which led to an extension and 
they will be doing a call for proposals.  She also reported that they are working on a series of riparian grazing 
workshops on the western side of the state.  They will be in Deer Lodge, Townsend, and Helena.   
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CMR Community Working Group -  Rachel reported that the next meeting is scheduled for Winnett on June 
26th at Flatwillow Hall.  The focus for this meeting is the conservation menu as there have been hands on items 
added to it, CCAA’s a compare and contrast, mitigation framework and other tools needing to be in the toolbox.  
It was noted that there is a need to have landowners at this meeting and that there needs to be advertising done.   
She reported on the possibly six county weed project that would be weed control on all access roads in and out 
of the CMR.  There is work being done on a working agreement for local weed crews to be able to spray roads 
to an end point within the CMR boundaries.  She noted that the process would be to get the agreements done 
first then the funding is the next step.  She noted that there is language within the CCP that the CMR is to be 
meeting with local weed district boards and staff on weed control within the management areas.   
 
2018 Supervisor Summit -  Rachel that there was not a letter submitted to the Supervisor Summit committee 
about the level of participation that the council would have within the summit and that they supported MACD 
being able to participate. The summit is scheduled for the end of August in Helena. 
 
CEMMR -  Rachel reported that there was a meeting on May 21st in Winnett and that the coordinator was going 
well for partners east of the divide.  The group is working on cohesive education materials as well as 
communication and planning on getting those materials out to those who need them and when.  The group is 
working with partners to hold an Irrigator workshop in late October to talk about the possible effects mussels 
getting into a system could be.  It was noted that Stephanie Hester reported at the meeting that the Missouri Plan 
is out in draft form currently.   
 
MRP -  Rachel reported that well on the way to the acres treated/ impacted for the grant contracting.  It was 
noted that the positions will be in places for at least an additional year through additional funding that was 
received.  It was also noted that through a Garfield NWTF grant that they will be working with those that 
received either donated or purchased hay to monitor their feeding areas as well as where the hay was stacked to 
ensure that there are no new invaders that came in on the hay.  Rachel reported that there is work also being 
done with the MWCA to put out some articles and radio spots about the monitoring story.   
 
Living on the Bank -  Rachel that there is a meeting scheduled for May 24th in Helena.  She reported that the 
project received a 319 mini education grant to do the website and that Kate Arpin will be on the phone at the 
May 24th meeting to go over the website design.  It was noted that this is a really great project and it has a lot of 
local input put into it.  It is the hope that the website will be ready to launch in late October early November.   
 
New Business 
 
Budget FY 2019 -  The council say the first draft of the FY 2019 budget and Rachel noted that she is currently 
looking to see if there is outside funding opportunities to fill in the short falls within the budget.  It was noted 
that this budget would be fully approved at the July meeting.   
 
Proposed APR/BLM Comments  The council reviewed the comments that had been drafted and made a note 
that reduced AUM’s on paragraph C.  He noted that they kept the same on BLM but increased on private 
ground.  IT was asked if the council wanted the lease terms to be considered as another alternative.  Lastly it 
was noted that the no fences with bison had been tried in another area and the fences had to be put back in.  Ron 
Stoneberg moved to approve the BLM/APR comments, Dick Iversen seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.   
 
Letter to USFWS on CME NWR Habitat Management Plans -  Rachel reported that the CCP calls for 
individual HMP’s and noted that the MR has had at least two meetings on starting the process of those HMP’s 
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with no public input or knowledge.  She noted that she would like the council to have a conversation with Paul 
Santavy to ask to be included in the process.  It was noted that if there was not much of a response then they 
council could write a letter to Noreen Walsh.   
 
Emergency Funding Potential -  Laurie Zeller had mentioned that there is a possibility of funding coming 
available for flood damage and that she wanted the council to speak with district’s and gather a list of potential 
projects in their area.   
 
2018 Supervisor Summit -  Jeff Ryan stated that he summit will be a really good training for supervisors both 
new and old and that council districts should encourage their supervisors to attend.  Dates: August 20 & 30th in 
Helena at the Radisson Hotel.    
 
Announcements: 
 APR/BLM Comment deadline extended until June 11th. 
 Need to be doing elections of reach representatives – Rachel will send out ballots electronically due the 

end of June and winners will be announced at the July meeting.  At that time At- Large members will be 
reappointed too.   

 Employee Evaluation will be out to council members by the first of July and the evaluation will be done 
at the July meeting as well.     

    
    
With no further business before the council the meeting adjourned at 9:26 am 
 
 
Submitted by:      Approved by unanimous vote on July 11, 2018  
 
___________________     ________________________ 
Carie Hess, Secretary      Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
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