
 

 

 
1101 11th Avenue  
Helena, Mt. 59601 
 

 
Phone:  (406) 454-0056 

mrcdc@macdnet.org 
www.MissouriRiverCouncil.info 

Gallatin Conservation District 
Broadwater Conservation District 

Lewis & Clark Conservation District 
Cascade Conservation District 

Chouteau County Conservation District 

Blaine County Conservation District 
Big Sandy Conservation District 

Fergus County Conservation District 
Petroleum County Conservation District 

Phillips Conservation District 

Garfield County Conservation District 
Valley County Conservation District 

McCone Conservation District 
Roosevelt County Conservation District 
Richland County Conservation District 

 
Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2018 
Gallatin Room, BHCC 

Billings, Montana 
 

At 2:32 pm, Chair Steve Wanderaas opened the MRCDC quarterly business meeting. Council members present were; 
Vice- Chair Bruce Anderson, Blaine CD; John Chase, Cascade CD;; Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD; Jeff Ryan, Lewis & 
Clark CD; Paul Gies, Fergus CD; Dean Rogge, Garfield CD; Rick Anderson, Chouteau CD; Mike Hanson, Gallatin CD; 
Dick Iversen, Richland CD; ;   Karl Christians, DNRC; Rachel Frost, MRCDC Coordinator and Carie Hess, MRCDC 
Secretary. Guest included:  Tom Watson, Justin Meisner, Keri Bilbo, Carie Ostberg, NRCS; Cheryl Schuldt, Casey 
Gallagher, Montana Rangelands Partnership; Stacey Barta, DNRC Rangeland Resources Program; Deborah Clayton, 
MRWA Coordinator; Laura Nowlin, MWC Coordinator;  
 
General 
Minutes were read and Dick Iversen moved to approve the minutes as submitted. Rick Anderson seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Carie Hess presented the financial report to the council for review.  Bruce Anderson moved to approve the full 
report and John Chase seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  John Chase moved to approve the 
unpaid bills as submitted and Dean Rogge seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Public Comment  None at this time  
 
Reach Reports 
 
Upper Reach – John Chase reported that a letter commenting on the lack of response from the Forest Service 
regarding concerns with the revised plan for the Helena Lewis and Clark National Forest  was sent to Senator 
Daine’s office and that there are tentative plans for a conference call to discuss the issues.  He noted that 
Cascade CD had invited the Forest Service to attend their district meeting to discuss the letter and they were 
informed that the Forest Service cannot attend right now.   
 
Middle Reach – Rick Anderson reported Chouteau County growth policy is being updated currently and that 
they are looking to add language on setbacks for streams within the county across both private and public lands.  
He noted that this is to try and protect the riparian corridor and floodplains.  He reported that there is ongoing 
work to update and revise the CREP incentive for the Missouri River.  Bruce Anderson reported that Debra 
Clayton is the new Milk River Watershed Alliance coordinator.      
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Reservoir Reach – Dean Rogge reported that the Garfield Conservation District will be meeting with CMR staff 
to present an update on the CMR Pilot Project.   
 
Lower Reach – Dick Iversen noted that there is new oilfield activity in the lower reach and four permitted sites 
for naturally occurring radioactive material dump sites in the area.  He noted that only one is active but the other 
three are permitted.  He noted that some materials that are too hot for the sites are trucked to a site in the 
Lewistown area.  He reported that there was an irrigator stakeholder group meeting on October 17th with FWP 
to discuss the flow augmentation that is being proposed for Fort Peck Dam and what that could mean for the 
irrigators on the lower Missouri River and the 160 pump sites.  The group wants to get ahead of the issues and 
come up with solutions for low flows during the irrigation season as well as higher flows that would be released 
in a short timeframe that could damage pump sites.  Lastly, Steve Wanderaas noted that feral hogs have been 
confirmed in the Big Muddy area which is just five miles north of the Canadian border.    
 
Individual Districts – Jeff Ryan reported that the stream committee and floodplains group is working on the 
revisions for stream restoration requirements and that progress is being made.   
 
DNRC – Karl Christians reported that DNRC has been preparing their budget for 2019-2020.  He noted that the 
Conservation District Resource Specialist position in Miles City is open and will close December 7th.  He noted 
that it may have the option of being housed anywhere there is a DNRC office in the state.  He reported that one 
of the major focuses for DNRC is districts telling the stories of their work and a renewed recognition that they 
need to have a prominent role in the conservation conversation in their communities.   
 
MACD – Mike Hanson reported that over the last four years there had been a big effort to separate MACD and 
SWCDM because of lobbying restrictions but in the recent months it has been found that the amount of 
lobbying that is done can be done under one nonprofit entity.  Dan McGowan has been tasked with the job of 
determining what should be done in regards to combining the 2 entities again, and should have a good idea of 
the best course of action within the next six months.   
 
NRCS – Keri Bilbo reported that the new State Conservationist, Tom Watson is emphasizing “focused 
conservation” where groups can collaborate and possibly do better conservation work and have more success.  
Cari Ostberg reported that NRCS is working to staff 28 positions, but that backlogs with HR and retirements are 
keeping positions open within the State. .   
 
Announcements: 
 Accepting nominations for Vice Chair position  
 2019 River Rendezvous locations 

 
Presentations: 
 2019 Working Lands Internship Program 
 Finding the Weed in the Haystack 

 
Coordinator’s Review of Current Projects: 

• Living on the Bank – website up and populated with a few key modules, presentation tomorrow 
morning at the Education breakfast 

• Montana Rangelands Partnership – monitoring notebook completed and awaiting printing and 
distribution 
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• AIS – MRCDC maintains involvement with CEMIST, Central and Eastern MT Invasive Species 
Team, (formerly CEMMR). Rachel and Dean participated in a podcast hosted by the National Invasive 
Species Council along with DNRC, FWP, and MISC describing MT’s rapid response to the mussel invasion of 2017. 

• Montana Saltcedar Team – efforts underway on a collaborative project in Fergus County to 
control saltcedar on the CMR NWR in cooperation with US FWS, and Fergus County Weed 
District. 

• CMR CWG – planning committee has been completely revamped, and will meet on November 
28th to discuss plans for the 2019 meetings. All dates and locations have been set for 2019 meetings. 

• MRRIC – irrigator meeting on October 17th, plans for further discussion as MRRIC moves 
forward with plans to alter flows from Fort Peck to enhance pallid sturgeon spawning in Missouri 
River. 

 
 
    
With no further business before the council the meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm 
 
 
Submitted by:      Approved by unanimous vote on January 17, 2019  
 
___________________     ________________________ 
Carie Hess, Secretary      Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
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