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Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

January 17, 2019 
Community Center  
Winifred, Montana 

 
At 4:03 pm, Chair Steve Wanderaas opened the MRCDC quarterly business meeting. Council members present were; 
Vice- Chair Bruce Anderson, Blaine CD; John Chase, Cascade CD;; Laura Kiehl, Petroleum CD; Paul Gies, Fergus CD; 
Dean Rogge, Garfield CD; Ron Stoneberg, Valley CD; Russ Allderdice, Big Sandy CD;   Karl Christians, DNRC; Rachel 
Frost, MRCDC Coordinator and Carie Hess, MRCDC Secretary. Guest included:  Carolyn Sime, DNRC Sage Grouse 
Program, Miller Hutten, Blaine County Commissioner, Dana Darlington Big Sandy CD, and Lisa Darlington, Big Sandy. 
 
General 
Minutes were read and John Chase moved to approve the minutes as submitted. Bruce Anderson seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Carie Hess presented the financial report to the council for review.  Dean Rogge moved to approve the full 
report as submitted and John Chase seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  John Chase moved to 
approve the unpaid bills as amended and Ron Stoneberg seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Public Comment  None at this time  
 
Reach Reports 
 
Upper Reach – John Chase reported that not much has been happening on the North Bank project in Great Falls.  
He noted that two years ago there was funding available but at that time the city did not have their stuff ready.  
He noted that there is a meeting January 21st with the city to see where things are at.  He reported that in 
December he had the opportunity to meet with the Forest Service and note that there were six people in 
attendance and five on the phone.  He noted that the interagency committee stated that they comments have 
been directed at maintaining forest cover to slow down snow melt and no mention of downstream irrigation 
uses in the entire plan.  He noted that the request for official complaint through Senator Daine’s Office has gone 
nowhere and there were no notes or minutes from the meeting so how do the concerns or comments get 
documented.  Karl Christians reported that one of the Lewis & Clark CD’s willow lift projects made the 
Independent Record.   
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Middle Reach – Bruce Anderson reported the Milk River Watershed Alliance is having a meeting January 21st 
at 10 am at the Walner Hall in Chinook.  It was reported that the Montana Saltcedar Team is working with the 
Fergus County Weed Department and the Conservation District on a project on the western end of the refuge.  
The Fergus CD sponsored a 223 Grant which would pay for two MCC Crews to work on the project.  It was 
thought that the team should look into submitting a FWP Habitat Improvement grant which would cover work 
over a five year period and continue the efforts. 
 
Reservoir Reach – Dean Rogge reported that the Garfield Conservation District spoke about their weed 
monitoring post fire project to the Montana Weed Control Association at their annual conference.  He also 
reported that they held an informational meeting about bison with about 115 people in attendance.  It was noted 
that the two new BSWC members are here and that there will be a work plan meeting next week in Winnett to 
get the projects they will be working on laid out.   
 
Lower Reach – Rachel Frost handed out a handout on HB 80 that Dick Iversen asked to be handed out.  It is on 
reserved water rights and gives talking points as it is stated that it is a cleanup bill.  Rachel also reported that 
they are working on the public irrigator meetings for the lower Missouri River to talk about the pallid sturgeon 
recruitment and flows below Fort Peck Dam.  It was noted that both Dick Iversen and Buzz Mattelin would like 
to see the council host an Irrigators meeting in either Sidney or Culbertson to gain comments on the project.  
Dick Iversen would also like to see an updated pump site survey completed for the area as well.  Steve 
Wanderaas reported that the feral hog problem was worse than originally thought but that there is good news as 
there are some laws in place for them to not be get established in Montana.    
  
Individual Districts – Steve Wanderaas reported that Mc Cone CD will be hosting a couple of workshops this 
winter the first is February 14th in Circle and the second will be February 28th in Circle.     
 
DNRC – Karl Christians reported there has been no new information about the budgets other than they are 
trying to put a little 310 funding into it.  He noted that the 223 grant deadline is January 17th, and the RRGL and 
RDG planning grant deadline is February 28th.     
 
MACD – Rachel Frost read an email from Dan apologizing for not being able to be there in person but the 
session and the meet and greet are at the top of his list currently.  It was reported that the Meet & Greet is 
scheduled for January 24th from 5- 9 pm on the second floor fo the Montana Club. It also reported that January 
29th the DNRC’s bill for their budget will be heard in room 317 from 8 am to noon.  If you are interested in 
being supportive there is a group leaving the MACD building at 7:15 am that morning.  It reported that MACD 
has engaged Tom Watson to have a meeting of the minds and the next one will be January 23rd at the DNRC 
office in Helena at 4:30 pm. 
 
NRCS – No one present at this time, but Rachel noted that through participation in the meeting of the Minds 
that the council could figure out its partnership with NRCS.   
 
Announcements: 
 Draft Work Plan for 2019 request for priorities from the council districts; please send your top two or 

three to Rachel. 
 Professional Development Plan – Rachel would like council members to also prioritize their 

professional development requirements and send to her so that she can start a plan of what is needed.  
These are items like parliamentary procedure, public speaking, ect.   
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Coordinator’s Review of Current Projects: 
Rachel shared a small presentation that she made that included the highlights of all of the council’s projects that 
are ongoing currently.   
 
The 2019 River Rendezvous was discussed and it was noted that the 2019 would be in the Lower River area 
probably with Valley CD and that the 2020 would be in the Middle Reach probably with Blaine CD. 
 
Rachel has been asked to write letters of support for grants that council districts are supporting for the council.  
Ron Stoneberg moved to approve writing letters of support for the grants that have been applied for in Fergus 
and Lewis & Clark, Paul Gies seconded the motion which was passed unanimously.  
 
Important Dates: 

1. BSWC Orientation – January 15-18 
a. Rural communities presentation 

2. RSA Partnership Training – January 22-23rd, Malta 
3. MISC meeting – January 23rd, Helena 
4. MACD Meet and Greet – January 24th, Helena 
5. Watershed Day at the Capital – January 28th, Helena 
6. MWCC Annual Meeting – January 29th, Helena 

 
New Business: 
 
Vice Chair Nominations: Dean Rogge nominated Laura Kiehl, Ron Stoneberg seconded the nomination. Laura 
Kiehl accepted the nomination. There were no other nominations brought forth so Ron Stoneberg moved to 
close nominations and John Chase seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Laura Kiehl was voted into 
the Vice Chair position starting in July 2019 by acclimation.   
 
MRRIC Meeting: Rachel noted that the May 2019 MRRIC meeting is to be in Rapid City and that she has been 
asked to attend by Dick Iversen.  She noted that YRCDC has funding available to pay her way to attend the 
meeting.  Paul Gies moved to approve her attendance and Bruce Anderson seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.   
 
APR references to CMR:  It was noted that the APR is constantly referencing the CMR Nation Wildlife Refuge 
as a partner and shows the refuge in their maps of their acreage.  The council members want to send the latest 
video to Noreen Walsh and Paul Santavy to make sure they are aware of this.  During the discussion it was 
noted that when she was asked about this at a Winnett CMR meeting she was very specific about how the 
refuge would be included.  Dean Rogge moved to send the video and make sure that they are both aware of this 
and to remind Noreen of her comments at the Winnett meeting; Ron Stoneberg seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously.   
 
Healthy Watershed Consortium: Rachel reported that through this program there is the possibility of putting a 
technician in either the Big Sandy or Blaine CD offices to help with the Ranching for Rivers efforts in that area.  
She will be meeting with Bryan with MCC to discuss the specifics.  Laura Kiehl moved to move forward with 
this program, John Chase seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
    
With no further business before the council the meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm 
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Submitted by:      Approved by unanimous vote on, 2019  
 
___________________     ________________________ 
Carie Hess, Secretary      Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
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